


PRESENTATION OF
At a time when Brazil is positioning itself as a leader in climate deba-

tes by hosting the 2025 United Nations Climate Change Conferen-

ce, COP 30, the second edition of the study Na Linha de Frente (On the 

Front Line), conducted by the organizations Justiça Global and Terra de 

Direitos, points to a contradiction: the country remains dangerous for 

human rights and environmental defenders.

Between 2023 and 2024, 486 cases of violence against human rights de-

fenders were recorded — 80.9% of them against those working in envi-

ronmental and territorial defense. In practice, it is the defenders who 

are fighting to preserve the environment and combat the intensification 

of the climate crisis who are most at risk.

Based on data collection and news analysis, the new edition reveals a re-

duction in the number of cases compared to the previous period (2019-

2022). Still, it shows that violence persists and reinvents itself, with more 

than 55 murders and new forms of violence and attacks. 

This research is a wake-up call and a call to action. May your data and 

analysis strengthen the fight against violence and the protection of those 

who defend human rights and the planet’s future.
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LINHA DO TEMPO DA VIOLÊNCIA

Between 2023 and 2024, 486 cases of violence 
against human rights defenders were mapped, 

recorded in 318 episodes*.

VIOLENCE IN NUMBERS

* Each incident represents an occurrence (for example, an attack) that can result 
in more than one case/victim of violence.

*

Total data for the period analyzed



Historical series data

Types of violence recorded between 2023 and 2024
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In six years, 1,657 human rights defenders 
have suffered violence in the country

TIPOS DE VIOLÊNCIA REGISTRADOS ENTRE 2023 E 2024

Criminalização, que era o 

4º maior tipo de violência 

anteriormente, passou a ser o 

segundo maior nesta edição: 

de 9,1% passou a representar 

24,7% dos casos.

Ameaças continuam sendo o tipo de 

violência predominante, como 

registrado na primeira edição, mas 

proporcionalmente houve diminuição 

em relação às outras violências: na 

1ª edição era 49,4%, agora é 36%.
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VIOLATIONS BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE AND YEAR



Evolution of violence against human rights  
defenders, by type of violence

Threats remain the most frequent type of violence, 

but there was a 40% drop in the annual average num-

ber of cases compared to the first edition

Criminalization,  which previously ranked 4th among 

the most common types of violence, has moved up to 

2nd place, jumping from an average of 26.75 cases to 

60 cases per year;
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CARACTERÍSTICAS DOS ASSASSINATOS

MÉTODO EMPREGADO PARA O ASSASSINATO

Dos 55 assassinatos registrados, 37 

aconteceram dentro do território ou local de 
moradia da vítima. Os demais casos foram 
registrados principalmente em ambientes 
públicos, como em estradas (enquanto as 
defensoras e defensores estavam se 
deslocando), e até mesmo em momentos de 
lazer, como em bares ou partidas de futebol.

Em relação ao método 
empregado, 

armas de fogo foram 
utilizadas em 78,2% dos 
assassinatos.
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Vehicular HomicideStab

Asphyxiation Multiple 

Set someone on fire S.I. No information

Beating Shooting
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2 cases

3 cases

16 cases

27 cases

2 cases
1 case

Method used for murder

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MURDERS

9 murders
  were committed by

organized crime

5 people were killed by jagunços (thugs) or 
gunmen, but the masterminds have not been identified

7 defenders 
were murdered by

military or civil police officers



The NORTHERN REGION 
concentrated

1  out of every 3  
cases of violence 

identified.

The SOUTHERN REGION 
showed the highest 

proportional growth:  
in the previous edition, 
it accounted for 6.9% of 
cases; now, it accounts 

for 14%
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Profile of murdered victims

VIOLENCE BY REGION

•	 78,2% were men;

•	 36,4% were black;

•	 34,5% were indigenous people;

•	 87,3% were defenders of land, 

territory, and the environment;



VIOLÊNCIA POR ESTADO

São Paulo
33 cases

6,8%

Minas Gerais
21 cases

4,3%

Rio de 
Janeiro
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2,7%

Espírito 
Santo

1 case

0,2%
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9,1%

Santa
Catarina
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Goiás
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Acre
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3,1%

Rondônia
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2,3%

Roraima
9 cases
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Amapá
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10,3%
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Rio Grande
do Norte
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0,4%

Rio Grande
do Norte
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0,4% Paraíba
5 cases

1,0%

Pernambuco
14 cases

2,9%

VIOLENCE BY STATE



RANKING DOS ESTADOS MAIS VIOLENTOS
PARA QUEM DEFENDE DIREITOS HUMANOS
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Ranking of the most violent states for 
human rights defenders

Ranking of the states with the 
highest number of murders

1º Bahia
10

assassinatos

2º Pará
6

assassinatos

3º Mato Grosso
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5
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•	 All of Brazil’s federal units recorded epi-

sodes of violence;

•	 The state of  Pará accounts for 1 out of 

every 5 cases of violence identified;

•	 40% of the cases of violence occurred in 

the states of the Legal Amazon;

•	 In the southern region, Paraná expe-

rienced significant growth, increasing 

from an average of 6.75 cases per year 

(as reported in the first edition) to 22 

cases per year.

In Pará, the host state 
of COP 30, 94% of the 

violence was committed 
against environmental 

and territorial 
defenders

53,9% of the cases 
occurred within the 

victims’ territory of 

reference or home;

67% of cases 
occurred in 
rural areas.

PA



LUTA DA DEFENSORA OU DEFENSOR - DADOS GERAIS

Freedom of expression

Work

Racial equality

LGBTIQIAPN+ rights

Housing and the right to the city

Gender equality

Human rights in general

Land, territory, and the environment 393 (80,9%)

indigenous

168

landless peasants and 
rural workers

131

quilombolas

38

traditional peoples 
and communities

34

51 (10,5%)

11 (2,3%)

9 (1,9%)

8 (1,6%)

7 (1,4%)

5 (1,0%)

2 (0,4%)

Defenders of land, territory, and the environment, victims of some kind of violence

Grand Total

486

Between 2023 and 2024, 80.9% of the defenders targeted by violence were 

working to defend land and territories, protect the environment, and tackle 

the climate crisis.

Type of fight



IDENTIDADE DE GÊNERO DAS VÍTIMAS

COR OU RAÇA DAS VÍTIMAS

Cisgender man:

212 | 43,6%

White:

45 | 9,3%

No info:

24 | 4,9%

No info:

132 | 27,2%

Not applicable
(not an individual):

122 | 25,1%

Not applicable
(not an individual):

51 | 10,5%

Cisgender woman:

122 | 25,1%

Indigenous:

168 | 34,6%

Transsexual woman
or transvestite:

6 | 1,2%

Black:

90 | 18,5%

Grand Total

486

Grand Total

486

Victims’ gender identity

Color or race of the victims
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AGENTES VIOLADORES - DADOS GERAIS

354 perpetrators were identified 

as responsible for 318 episodes 

of violence, which resulted in 486 

victims (364 individuals and 122 

groups).

AGENTE VIOLADOR: AGENTES PRIVADOS

Main private 
perpetrators

Main private actors responsible for violence

* Categoria que inclui outros agentes como grileiros, empresários locais, vizinhos ou intermediários não identificados.  
** Cálculo da proporção de participação de cada categoria de agente privado dentro dos 318 episódios de violência 
registrados, ainda que diferentes tipos de agentes privados possam ser parte de um mesmo episódio.

Number of cases

42 13,2%Jagunço(Thug)/Gunman

35 11% Farmer

18 5,7%Company

14 4,4%Private security

12 3,8%Organized crime

99 31,1%Outro agente privado*

Private perpetrators:

220 | 62,1%

No information:

46 | 13,0%

Public perpetrators:

88 | 24,9%

Total

354

Perpetrator of the violation

Main private actors  
responsible for violence

Main private perpetrators Number of cases

42 13,2%Jagunço(Thug)/Gunman

35 11% Farmer

18 5,7%Company

14 4,4%Private security

12 3,8%Organized crime



Principais agentes 
violadores públicos Número de casos

45 14,2%Military Police

8 2,5%Civil Police

7 2,2%Representative

6 1,9%Judiciary

3 0,9%Municipal Guard

2 0,6%Federal Police

Main public perpetrators 
responsible for the violence

Main public perpetrators Number of cases

Police (Military, Civil and 
Federal) and the Municipal Guard 

participated in 18%  
of the registered cases of violence against 

human rights defenders



ABOUT THE STUDY
Justiça Global and Terra de Direitos are two 

leading organizations in the protection of hu-

man rights defenders in Brazil, with more than 20 

years of experience. Together, they participated in 

the creation of the Brazilian Committee of Human 

Rights Defenders in 2004 (CBDDH) and contributed 

to the development of the Program for the Protec-

tion of Human Rights Defenders (PPDDH).

Periodically, they publish the study Na Linha de 

Frente – Violência contra Defensoras e Defensores 

de Direitos Humanos no Brasil (On the Front Line – 

Violence against Human Rights Defenders in Brazil), 

which presents the situation faced by people who 

defend rights related to land, the environment, 

housing, education, health, and the fight against 

racism, sexism, homophobia, transphobia, among 

other violations, always with recommendations to 

strengthen state and civil society protection.



terradedireitos.org.br       •         global.org.br


